
LAW OFFICES 
FRnZ R. KAHN, P.C. 

1920 N STREET, NW. (8™a.) 
WASHINGTON, OC 20036 

Td.: (202) 263-4152 Fax: (202) 331-8330 
e-marl: xloogc9vertaan.net 

April 20,2011 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Ms. Cynthia T.Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
GfHce of Proceedings 
Surface Transpoitation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, D. C. 20423 

Dear Ms. Brown: 
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Attached for filing in STB Docket No. AB-1074X, Lassen Vallev Railwav. LLC-
Petition for Abandonment Exemption-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA. 
is the yerified Petition for Abuidonment Exemption of Lassen Valley Railway, LLC. 

The authorization to charge my credit card $6,300.00 in payment ofthe filing fee 
was &xed to the Board earlier today. 

If you have any questions conceming this filing or if I otherwise can be of 
assistance, please get back to me. 

Sincerely yours, 

Fritz^KKahn 

att 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 
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Fritz R. Kahn 
Fritz R. Kahn, P.C. 
1920 N Street, NW (8thfl.) 
Washington, DC 20036 

Tel.: (202)263-4152 

Attomey for 

LASSEN VALLEY RAILWAY, LLC 
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AB-1074X 

LASSEN VALLEY RAILWAY, LLC 
-PETITION FOR ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN WASHOE COUNTY, NV, AND LASSEN COUNTY, CA 

PETITION FOR ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION 
OF 

LASSEN VALLEY RAILWAY, LLC 

Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR"), pursuant to 49 U.S.C. §10S02(a) and 49 

CF.R. § 1121.1 st ssa„ seeks an exemption from the prior approval requirements of 49 

U.S.C. § 10903 and 49 C.F.R. § 1152.1, et sgg., to abandon its line of railroad, and, in 

support of it Petition for Abandonment Exemption, LVR states, as follows: 

I. 

The line proposed to be abandoned 

The line which LVR proposes to abandon extends between Milepost 338.33 near 

Flanigan, Washoe County, Nevada, and Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, 

California, a distance of 21.77 miles. The line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 

89405,96113,96130 and 96136, and there are no stations on the line. 

As LVR's Vice President, Michael J. Van Wagenen, Esq., details in his Verified 

Statement, attached as Aattachment G, the line was acquired as a rail carrier by LVR 

from its former owner and operator. Union Pacific Railroad Company ("UP"), pursuant to 

the Notice of Exemption in STB Finance Docket No. 35306, Lassen Vallev Railwav 



Acquisition and Operation Exemption-Union Pacific Railroad Company, served 

December 3,2009,74 Fed. Reg. 63501, December 3,2009. UP had been authorized to 

abandon the line, including the embraced remnant ofthe Susanville Industrial Lead 

between Milepost 358.68 and Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, by Decision ofthe Board in 

STB Docket No. 33 (Sub-No. 230X), Union Pacific Railroad Company-Abandonment 

Exemption-in Lassen County. CA and Washoe County. NV. served Januaiy 26,2007, 

the effective date of which was deferred by Decisions seryed Febmary 2,2007, August 5, 

2008, and September 19,2008, until October 19,2008. In its Decision the Board noted 

that since 2004 there had been no shipper on the line, and the only traffic which had 

moved on the line was by UP's contractors of scrap railroad track materials from 

abandoned UP railroad lines. Nevertheless, UP did not consummate the abandonment. 

Lassen County believed preserving the line as an active line of 

railroad was important to the County's economic development and asked UP to defer 

abandoning the line while the County tried to come up with the financing to acquire the 

line. UP agreed and allowed the County until August 17,2009, to come up with a 

proposal for the acquisition ofthe line. On August 6,2009, Mr. Van Wagenen advised 

the County that V&S Railway, LLC or an afliliate may be interested in buying the line 

from the UP and operating it for at least one year's time. The Board of Supervisors of 

Lassen County enthusiastically supportedthe proposal. 

On August 10,2009, LVR advised the County and its two potential shippers, HL 

Power Company and Mr. Vincent P. Estell, that it would agree to purchase the Flanigan-

to-Wendel line from UP and operate it as an active line of railroad for at least one year. 

LVR thereupon filed its Notice of Exemption to acquire and operate the line. 



The year was up December 17,2010. In the meantime, HL Power Company, the 

plant of which is approximately two miles distant from the line which LVR was 

authorized by the Board to acquire and operate, has installed no connecting track and has 

neither tendered nor received any traffic for handling by LVR. Similariy, the site which 

Mr. Estell hopes to develop is approximately two miles removed fi'om the LVR's line, 

and Mr. Estell has laid no track connecting his site to the LVR and has neither tendered 

nor received any traffic for transportation by LVR. There are no other shippeis on the 

LVR. 

On Januaiy 17,2011, Mr. Van Wagenen sent a letter to Mr. Ralph Sanders, Plant 

Manager of HL Power Company, arid Mr. Estell requesting them to give him an update 

on their operations and their need for rail services. He received no response from either 

HL Power Company or Mr. Estell. 

On February 11,2011, Mr. Van Wagenen sent another letter to Mr. Sanders and 

Mr. Estell advising them that LVR was considering abandoning its line of railroad and 

inviting them to make an offer to acquire the line if they had a need for railroad service. 

Mr. Van Wagenen received no written response from either Mr. Sanders or Mr. Estell. 

Whereupon Mr. Van Wagenen telephoned Mr. Estell, who said that he was tiying to 

peisuade Lassen County to acquire the line but to date unsuccessfully. Mr. Estell said he 

had spoken with Mr. Sanders, who said that HL Power Company was not interested in 

purchasing the line. 

There has not been a single shipment on the LVR the entire time since the Board 

authorized LVR's acquisition and operation ofthe Flanigan-to-Wendel line, in other 

words, no revenue freight has moved on the line since 2004. 



II. 

The exemption proposal 

LVR, pursuant to 49 C.F.R. §1152.50, seeks an exemption to abandon its 

Flanigan-to-Wendel line of railroad. 

LVR has been advised that segments ofthe line may contain federally granted 

rights-of-way. Any documentation in LVR's possession regarding the line will be made 

available to those requesting it. 

The abandonment will not be consummated until at least 50 days from the date of 

the filing ofthe instant Petition for Exempt Abandonment. 

The exact name ofthe petitioner is the Lassen Valley Railway, LLC. It is a rail 

carrier subject to the regulatoiy jurisdiction ofthe Board. The proposal is to abandon the 

entire railroad line, between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, Nevada, 

and Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, California. 

A detailed map ofthe line proposed for abandonment is Attachment A. 

The petitioner's representative to whom correspondence should be sent is Fritz R. 

Kahn, Fritz R. Kahn, P.C. 1910 N Street, NW (Sth floor), Washington, DC 20036, whose 

e-mail address is xiccgc(@verizon.net. 

The Flanigan-to-Wendel line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 89405, 

96113,96130 and 96135, and there are no stations on the line. 

The right-of-way ofthe abandoned line may be suitable for public use or for rail 

banking/trail use, particularly since, as is emphasized in the accompanying 

Environmental and Historic Report, attached as Appendix F, none ofthe five trestles 

along the line is to be removed, if the Boaid were to authorize the abandonment. 



If authorized by the Board, the abandonment ofthe Flanigan-to-Wendel line will 

be subject to the employee protective conditions of Oregon Short Line Railroad-

Abandonment Portion Goshen Branch Between Firth & Ammon. in Bin|zham & 

Bonneville Counties. Idaho. 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979). 

LVR, by its counsel, certifies that the notice requirement of 49 CF.R 

§1152.50(d)(1) has been complied with. Copies ofthe letters which were sent are 

attached as Attachment B. 

LVR, by its counsel, certifies that the notice requirement of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 

has been complied with. Copies ofthe letters which were sent are attached as 

Attachment C 

Notices ofthe proposed abandonment were published on March 25,2011, in the 

Reno Gazette-Joumal. a newspaper of general circulation in Washoe County, Nevada, 

and on March 22,2011, in the Times, a newspaper of general circulation in Lassen 

County, California. Affidavits of publication are attached as Attachment D. 

A draft Federal Register notice is attached as Attachment E. 

The Environmental and Historic Report is attached as Attachment F. 

The Verified Statement of Vice President Michael J. Van Wagenen is attached as 

Attachment G. 

The Verification of Mr. Kem W. Schumacher is attached as Appendix H. 

III. 

Grounds for granting the exemption. 

Under 49 U.S.C. §10903, a rail line may not be abandoned without the Board's 

prior approval. Under 49 U.S.C. §10502, however, the Board must exempt a tiansaction 



or service from regulation when it finds that: (1) continued regulation is not necessary to 

carry out the rail transportation policy of 49 U.S.C. §10101 and (2) either (a) the 

transaction or service is of limited scope or (b) regulation is not needed to protect 

shippers from the abuse of market power. See, Docket No. AB 55 (Sub-No. 701X), CSX 

Transportation. Inc.—^Abandonment Exemption—in Vigo County. Ind.. served August 

16,2010; Docket No. AB 55 (Sub-No. 702X), CSX Transportation. Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Marion County. Ind.. served August 12, 2010. The proposed 

abandonment of LVR's Flanigan-to-Wendel rail line cleariy satisfies these exemption 

standards. 

Detailed scmtiny by the Board of the proposed abandonment of LVR's Flanigan-

to-Wendel rail line under 49 U.S.C. §10903 and 49 C.F.R. §1152.1, et sea., is not 

necessary to carry out the rail transportation policy of 49 U.S.C. §10101. By minimizing 

the administrative expense of the application process, an exemption will expedite 

regulatory action and reduce regulatory barriers to exit, in accordance with 49 U.S.C. 

§§10101(2) and (7). The exemption will foster sound economic conditions and 

encourage efficient management by permitting the rationalization of unnecessary 

common carrier rail lines, consistent with 49 U.S.C. §§10101(5) and (9). Other aspects 

ofthe rail transportation policy will not be adversely affected. See. Docket No. AB 384 

(Sub-No. 3X). Delta Southem Railroad. Inc.-Abandonment Exemption-in Desha and 

Chicot Counties. Ark., served March 25,2011; Docket No. AB 55 (Sub-No. 703X), CSX 

Transportation. Inc-Abandonment Exemption-in Chesterfield and Darlington Counties. 

S.C.. served January 19, 2011; Docket No. AB 415 (Sub-No. 2X), Escanaba & Lake 



Superior Railroad Company-Abandonment Exemption-in Ontonagon and Houghton 

Counties. Mich., served September 27,2010. 

Regulation ofthe proposed transaction is not required to protect shippers from the 

abuse of market power. Id. As already noted, there is not a shipper situated on the 21.77-

mile railroad line. The two potential shippers, HL Power Company and Mr. Vincent P. 

Estell, are two miles distant from the railroad line proposed to be abandoned, and neither 

one has expressed any interest in acquiring the line. Not a single carload of trafiic has 

moved on the line since more than a year ago LVR was authorized by the Board to 

acquire and operate it. Indeed, no revenue freight has moved on the line since 2004. 

The grant ofthe exemption is fully warranted. 

WHEEFORE, Petitioner, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC respectfully requests that, 

pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 10502(a) and 49 C.F.R. § 1121.1, gt seq., it be granted an 

exemption from the provisions of 49 U.S.C. §10903 and 49 C.F.R. §1152.1, et sea., to 

abandon its rail line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, Nevada, 

and Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, Califomia. 

Respectfully submitted, 

LASSEN VALLEY RAILWAY, LLC 

By its attomey, 

7—/-
FritzS/Kahn 
Fritz'R. Kahn, P.C. 
1920 N Street, NW (Sthfl.) 
Washington, DC 20036 

Tel: (202)263-4152 

Dated: April 20,2011 
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LASSEN VALLEY RAILWAY, LLC 

Proposed abandonment 

(Location of bridges noted.) 



ATTACHMENT B 

AW OFFICES 
FRnZ R. KAHN, P.C. 

1920 N STRECT, NW. (8™FL.) 
WASHINGTON, DC 20036 

Td. : (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 
e-mill. xrccgc@ventant.net 

April 5, 2011 

Chairman Alaina Burtenshaw 
Public Utilities Commission of Nevada 
11 SO E. William Street 
Carson City, NV 89701 

Dear Ms. Burtenshaw: 

Please be advised that on or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC 
will file with the Surface Transportation Board its Petition for Abandonment Exemption 
to secure the agency's authorization to abandon its line of raiiroad extending between 
Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, Nevada, and Milepost 359.25 near 
Wendel, Lassen County, California, a distance of 21.77 miles. The Petition will bear STB 
Docket No. AB-1074X. 

The line traverses U.S. Postal Zip Codes 89405,96113,96130 and 96136, and 
there is no station on the line. 

Based on information in the possession of Lassen Valley Railway, LLC, segments 
ofthe railroad line may contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in 
the railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it. 

If you have any question conceming the foregoing, please get back to me. 

Sincerely yours, 

FritzpfeTKahn 

mailto:xrccgc@ventant.net


AW OFFICES 

FRrre R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™FL) 

WASHINCTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xlccgc@venzont.net 

April 5,2011 

President Michael R. Peeyey 
Califomia Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

Dear Mr. Peevey: 

Please be advised that on or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC 
will file with the Surface Transportation Boaid its Petition for Abandonment Exemption 
to secure the agency's authorization to abandon its line of railroad extending between 
Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, Nevada, and Milepost 359.25 near 
Wendel, Lassen County, Califomia, a distance of 21.77 miles. The Petition will bear STB 
Docket No. AB-1074X. 

The line traverses U.S. Postal Zip Codes 89405,96113,96130 and 96136, and 
there is no station on the line. 

Based on information in the possession of Lassen Valley Railway, LLC, segments 
ofthe railroad line may contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in 
the railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it. 

If you have any question conceming the foregoing, please get back to me. 

Sincerely yours, 

T i ^ . K Fritz^. Kahn 

mailto:xlccgc@venzont.net


AW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STOEET, NW. (8™FL.) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-maii. xiccgc@venzont.net 

April 5,2011 

MSDDC - Transportation Engineering Agency 
Attn.: SDTE-SA (Railroad for National Defense) 
709 Ward Drive Bldg. 1990 
Scott AFB. IL 62225-5357 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised that on or about April 15.2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC 
will file with the Surface Transpoitation Board its Petition for Abandonment Exemption 
to secure the agency's authorization to abandon its line of railroad extending between 
Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, Nevada, and Milepost 359.25 near 
Wendel, Lassen County, Califomia, a distance of 21.77 miles. The Petition will bear STB 
Docket No. AB-1074X. 

The line traverses U.S. Postal Zip Codes 89405,96113,96130 and 96136, and 
there is no station on the line. 

Based on information in the possession of Lassen Valley Railway, LLC, segments 
ofthe railroad line may contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in 
the railroad's possession will be made available promptiy to those requesting it. 

If you have any question conceming the foregoing, please get back to me. 

Sincerely yours, 

Fritz|KKahn 

mailto:xiccgc@venzont.net


AW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (B™FL) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xlccgc@venzant.net 

April 5,2011 

Mr. William D. "BiU" Shaddox 
Chief, Land Resources Division 
National Park Service, Department ofthe Interior 
12011 Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Shaddox: 

Please be advised that on or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC 
will file with the Surface Transportation Board its Petition for Abandonment Exemption 
to secure the agency's authorisation to abandon its line of railroad extending between 
Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, Nevada, and Milepost 359.25 near 
Wendel, Lassen County, California, a distance of 21.77 miles. The Petition will bear STB 
Docket No. AB-1074X. 

The line traverses U.S. Postal Zip Codes 89405,96113,96130 and 96136. and 
there is no station on the line. 

Based on infonnation in the possession of Lassen Valley Railway, LLC, segments 
ofthe railroad line may contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in 
the railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it. 

If you have any question conceming the foregoing, please get back to me. 

Sincerely yours, 

mailto:xlccgc@venzant.net


AW OFHCES 

FRTTZ R. KAHN, P.C. I 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8"*FL.) 

WASHINGTON, K 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xlccgc@verizont.net 

April 5.2011 

Ms. Abigail R. Kimbell 
Chief, U.S.D.A. Forest Service 
201 14th Street, SW (4th fl.) 
Washington, DC 20520 

Dear Ms. Kimbell: 

Please be advised that on or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC 
will file with the Surface Transportation Board its Petition for Abandonment Exemption 
to secure the agency's authorization to abandon its line of railroad extending between 
Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, Nevada, and Milepost 359.25 near 
Wendel, Lassen County, California, a distance of 21.77 miles. I'he Petition will bear STB 
DocketNo.AB-l074X. 

The line traverses U.S. Postal Zip Codes 89405,96113,96130 and 96136, and 
there is no station on the line. 

Based on information in the possession of Lassen Valley Railway, LLC, segments 
ofthe railroad line may contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in 
the railroad's possession will be made available promptiy to those requesting it. 

If you have any question conceming the foregoing, please get back to me. 

Sincerely yours, 

Fritz R/Kahn 

mailto:xlccgc@verizont.net


AW OFFICES 

FRIT7 R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N SniEET, NW (8™ FL.) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xiocgc@venzant.net 

April 5,2011 

Mr. D. Thomas Ross, Assistant Director 
Recreation and Conservation 
National Park Service - Dept. of Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240-0001 

Dear Mr. Ross: 

Please be advised that on or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC 
will file with the Surface Transportation Board its Petition for Abandonment Exemption 
to secure the agency's authorization to abandon its line of railroad extending between 
Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, Nevada, and Milepost 359.25 near 
Wendel, Lassen County, Califomia, a distance of 21.77 miles. The Petition will bear STB 
Docket No. AB-1074X. 

The line traverses U.S. Postal Zip Codes 89405,96113,96130 and 96136, and 
there is no station on the line. 

Based on information in the possession of Lassen Valley Railway, LLC, segments 
ofthe railroad line may contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in 
the railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it. 

If you have any question conceming the foregoing, please get back to me. 

Sincerely yours. 

5fet^/6^ 
Fritz^. Kahn 

mailto:xiocgc@venzant.net


ATTACHMENT C 

LAW OFRCES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™ FL.) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax. (202)331-8330 

e-mail- xiccgc@verfzant.net 

March 31,2011 

Mr. Donald L. Cavallo 
Public Administrator 
Washoe County 
P. O. Box 7360 
Reno, NV 89510-7360 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Mr. Cavallo: 

On or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
to abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, NV, and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, CA. Sent to you on March 29,2011, was 
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic effects, as well as a map ofthe affected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review the information tiiat will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tei.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. If there are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours. 

tiJ?!Kal Fr i tz^ Kahn 
enc. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 

mailto:xiccgc@verfzant.net


LAW OFFICES 
F R n Z R. KAHN, P.C. 

1920 N STREET, NW. (8™FL.) 
WASHINGTON, DC 20036 

Td.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 
email: xlccgc@verizontnet 

March 31,2011 

Mr. Tom C. Stone 
County Administrative Officer 
Lassen County 
221 S. Roop St. (#4) 
Susanville, C A 96130 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Mr. Stone: 

On or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
to abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, NV, and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, CA. Sent to you on March 29,2011, was 
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic elTects, as well as a map ofthe affected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 B Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tei.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. If there are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours, 

FiiJt£R.K Kahn 
enc. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 



LAW OFRCES 

FRIIZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (B^FL) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 FSx: (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xlccgc@venzanLnet 

March 31,2011 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
911 NE llth Avenue 
Portland, OR 97232-4181 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition for 
Abandonment Exemotion-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
witii the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
to abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, N V, and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, CA. Sent to you on March 29,2011, was 
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic effects, as well as a map ofthe affected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tei.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation-impacts of tiie contemplated action. If there are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours, 

F r i t ^ Kahn 
enc. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 



LAW OFHCES 

FRirZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™ FL.) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
TeL: (202) 263-4152 Fax: (202) 331-8330 

e-mail' xiccgc@verizanLnet 

March 31,2011\ 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
430 0 Street (Ml64) 
Davis, C A 95616-4164 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
to abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, NV, and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, CA. Sent to you on March 29,2011, was 
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic effects, as well as a map ofthe atTected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the infomiation is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact tiie STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tei.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket nuinber. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated wdthin three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. If there are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours. 

FrJtiR. Kahn 
enc. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 



LAW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™ FL) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
TeL: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-mail, xlccgc@ver1zant.net 

March 31,2011 

National Park Service 
1111 Jackson St. (#700) 
Oakland, CA 94607 

re: S IB Dockei No. AB-1074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition for 
Abandonment Exemotion-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
to abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, NV, and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, CA. Sent to you on March 29,2011, was 
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic effects, as well as a map ofthe affected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the S I'B's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tei.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by die STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. If there are any questions 
concerning the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours. 

enc. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 

mailto:xlccgc@ver1zant.net


LAW OFFICES 
F R n Z R. KAHN, P.C. 

1920 N STREET, NW. (8™FL) 
WASHINGTON, DC 20036 

Tel.: (202) 263-4152 Fax: (202) 331-8330 
e-mail: xiocgc@venzontnet 

March 31,2011 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
75 Hawthome Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
to abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan. Washoe County, NV. and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen Counly, CA. Sent to you on March 29,2011. was 
an Environmental and Historic Repon describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic effects, as well as a map ofthe affected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about Ihe STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tei.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. Ifthere are any questions 
concerning the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours, 

Frj^Tl. Kahn 
enc. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 



u w OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N SmEET, NW. (8™ FL.) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xiocgc@vertzantnet 

March 31,2011 

NGS Spatial Reference System Div. 
NOAA M/NGS2 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
to abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, NV, and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, CA. Sent to you on March 29,2011, was 
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic effects, as well as a map ofthe affected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the infoimation is misleading oi incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tei.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because tiie applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating Uie environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. Ifthere are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours. 

enc. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 



LAW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™FL.) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202) 263-4152 Fax: (202) 331-8330 

e-mail: xlccgc@verlzant.net 

March 31,2011 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
1325 Jay Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
to abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, NV, and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, CA. Sent to you on March 29,2011, was 
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic effects, as well as a map ofthe affected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent infoimation is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tei.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. Ifthere are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours. 

Fritz B ^ a h n 
enc. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 

mailto:xlccgc@verlzant.net


LAW OFFICES 
FRIfZ R. KAHN, P.C. 

1920 N STREET, NW. (8™ R.) 
WASHINGTON, DC 20O36 

Td.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 
e-mad: xiccgc@venzant net 

March 31,2011 

Dept. of Conservation & Natural Resources 
901 South Stewart St. (#5001) 
Carson City, NV 89701 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1074X, I.a.ssen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about April 15,2011,1.assen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
to abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, NV, and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, CA. Sent to you on March 29,2011, was 
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic effects, as well as a map ofthe affected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact Uie STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tei.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, wiUi a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. Ifthere are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours. 

Fritz R. Kahn 
enc. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 



LAW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™FL.) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xlccgc@verl2ant.net 

March 31,2011 

Mr. Bruce Peterson 
Nevada State Conservationist 
1365 Corporate Boulevard 
Reno, NV 89502 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition for 
Abandonment Excmption-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Mr. Peterson: 

On or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
lo abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, NV, and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, CA. Sent to you on March 29,2011, was 
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tei.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. Ifthere are any questions 
concerning the proposal, please contact mc by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours, 

cne. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 

mailto:xlccgc@verl2ant.net


LAW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™ FL.) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax- (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xiccgc@verizant.net 

March3l,20ll 

Mr. Reese Tietje 
Nevada State Clearinghouse 
209 East Musser St. (#200) 
Carson City, NV 89701-4298 

re: S TB Docket No. AB-1074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition tbr 
Abandonment Exemption-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Mr. Tietje: 

On or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
to abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, NV, and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, CA. Sent to you un March 29,2011, was 
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic elTects, as well as a map ofthe affected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review the intbrmation that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tei.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. If there are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours. 

cne. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 

mailto:xiccgc@verizant.net


LAW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™FL) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xiccgc@venzant.net 

March 31,2011\ 

Mr. Mark Delaplaine 
Califomia Coastal Commission 
45 Freemont (#2000) 
San Francisco, CA 94105-2219 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Mr. Delaplaine: 

On or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
witii the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
to abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, NV, and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, CA. Sent to you on March 29,2011, was 
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic effects, as well as a map ofthe affected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review the infoimation that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (te!.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to tiie above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. Ifthere are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely youis, 

Fritz R. Kahn enc. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 

mailto:xiccgc@venzant.net


LAW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™FL.) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xiccgc@verizont.net 

March 31.2011\ 

Califomia Environmental Protection Agency 
P.O. Box 2815 
Sacramento, CA 95812-2815 

re: STB Docket No. AB-I074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption—in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
to abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, NV, and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, CA. Sent to you on March 29,2011, was 
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic effects, as well as a map ofthe affected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmemal Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tei.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating tiie environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. Ifthere are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours. 

Fritz J ^ a h n " 
enc. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 

mailto:xiccgc@verizont.net


lAW OFHCES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™ FL.) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xxxgc@venzontnet 

March 31,2011\ 

Califomia Office of Planning & Research 
P. O. Box 3044 
Sacramento, CA 95812 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition for 
Abandonment Excmption-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
to abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan. Washoe County, NV, and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, CA. Sent to you on March 29,2011, was 
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic effects, as well as a map ofthe affected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if yoii have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Ofiice of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tei.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to Uie above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action, ifthere are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours, 

^ ^ 
Friuil . Kahn 

enc. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 



LAW OFHCES 

FRIIZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™FL.) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xlccgc@venzant.net 

March 31,2011 

Ms. Rebecca Lynn Palmer 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
Department of Cultural Affairs 
100 N.Stewart Street 
Carson City, NV 89701 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Ms. Palmer: 

On or about April 15, 2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
to abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, NV, and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, CA. Sent to you on March 29,2011, was 
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic ejects, as well as a map ofthe affected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tei.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. Ifthere are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours, 

FpSni. Kahn 
enc. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 

mailto:xlccgc@venzant.net


LAW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™ FL.) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xiccgc@venzont.net 

March 31,2011 

Ms. Susan K. Stratton 
Office of Historic Preservation 
P. 0. Box 942896 
Sacramento, CA 95296-0001 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC-Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption-in Washoe County. NV. and Lassen County. CA 

Dear Ms. Stratton: 

On or about April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") expects to file 
with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment exemption 
to abandon its line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, NV, and 
Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, CA. Sent to you on March 29,2011, was 
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic effects, as well as a map ofthe affected area. 

LVR provided this Report so that you may review (he information that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthis proceeding. If any of 
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tei.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. Ifthere are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours. 

enc. 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 

mailto:xiccgc@venzont.net
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STATE OFNEVADA 
COUNTY OF WASHOE 

Being first duly swom, deposes and says: That as tiie legal clerk ofthe Reno Gazette-Joumal, a 
daily newspaper of general circulation published in Reno, Washoe County, State of Nevada, tiiat 
tiie notice referenced below has published in each regular and entire issue of said newspaper 
between tite dates: 03/25/2011 - 03/25/2011, for exact publication dates please see last line of 
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Proof of Publication 

SURFACE TRANSPOTATION BOARD Docket No. AB-1074X LASSEN VALLEY 
RAILWAY, LLC —PETITION FOR ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION- IN WASHOE 
COUNTY, NV, AND LASSEN COUNTY, CA PETITION FOR EXEMPTION On or about 
April 15,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") anticipates filing a petition for exemption 
to abandon its dormant railroad line between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, NV, and Milepost 
360.10 near Wendel, CA, a distance of 22.34 miles in Washoe County N V, and Lassen County, 
CA. The line traverses United States Postal Service Zip Codes 89405,96113,96130 and 96136, 
and there are no stations on the line. Based on infonnation in LVR's possession, the line ' 
includes federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in LVR's possession will be made 
available promptly to tiiose requesting it. The interests of railroad employees will be protected 
by the conditions of Oregon Short Line R. Co.-Abandonment-Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979). 
The proposed transaction is exempt from environmental analysis under 49 C.F.R. 1105.6(c) and 
from historic reporting requirements under 49 C.F.R. 1105.8(b). Any offer of financial 
assistance for subsidy under 49 C.F.R. 1152.27(b)(2) will be due 120 days after the filing ofthe 
petition for exemption or 10 days after service of a Board decision granting tiie exemption, 
whichever occurs sooner. An ofTer of financial assistance must be accompanied by a $1,500 

Ad Number: 1000748461 Page 1 of 2 



filing fee. Comments and/or ofleis of financial assistance must be filed with the Board's Chief of 
tiie Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings, Surface Transportation Board, 395 E 
Street, SW, Washington, DC 20423-0001. Copies of any comments and/or offers of financial 
assistance shall be served on KVR's representative, Fritz R. Kahn, Esq., Fritz R. Kahn, P.C, 
1920 N Street, NW (Sth fl.), Washington, DC 20036. Questions conceming comments and/or 
offers of financial assistance may be directed to tiie Board's Office of Public Assistance, 
Govemmental Affairs and Compliance at (202) 245-0238 No. 748461 March 25,2011 
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F (530) 283-0800 

EATHER PUBLISHING CO., INC. 
P.O. BOX B, QUINCY, CA 95971 

STATE OF CALIPORNIA 
Ck)unty of Lassen } 

Keri B. Taborski deposes and says: That she is the 

principal clerk for the publisher of the 

Susanville, Lassen County 
Adjudication Decree #15466 

that the Petition For Abandonment Exemption - Lassen 

Valley Roilv/oy, LLC 

of which the attached is a true printed copy, was pub

lished in the weekly issue of said newspaper(s) as 

indicated above (and not in a supplement 

thereof) for 1 (one) 

weeks, beginning March 22, 2011 

and ending March 22, 2011, both dotes, 

to wit: March 22, 2011 

Dated: Mar. 22,2011 V ^ l c / ^ - C ^ W ^ ^ 
Keri B. Taborski 

petition For Esemptiaii 
SURFACE TnANSPORTATION BOARD 

DocliolNaAB-ia74X 
LASSEN VAUEY RAILUMV. LLC 

PETITION FOR /ffiANDONMBir EXEMPTION 
IN WASHOE COUNTY, NV, 
AND LASSEN COUNTY, CA 

OfioralnutApill1S,Z011,LffiSonVtDoyRBimy;LLC 
CIVR*) intleipates llling a peMon tor eninptioii lo 
abandon Us domianl railraad Dns bo lwen MDapcd 
338.33 noar Hanigan, NV, and Milapoit 36010 naar 
Wandel, CA, a dUanos of 2234 milos ki Waslioo 
Counl)^ NV, and Lasen Count y, CA. Iho Eno liaveis-
ea United Stalaa Poatal Seniee Zip Codas 89405, 
96113,86130 and 96136, and there am no aUlioiB on 
HiaEna. 
Based on Intbraiallcn n LVR's possesslofi, the Una 
Includes Motally granted rlg|laHii-way. Any documen
tation In LVR^ possession wH be made avakUe 
pramptly to those requesting It 
The kitetosts d lalroid employeas M l be p n t e c M by 
the condittons ol Oiegiin Short Lme R. Co.— 
Abandonmenl-Oosheti,360LCC81 (1979). 
Tho pro|)OSsd transadloti is exsmpi Imm envnonmait' 
lal analyala onder 49 CFR. S1106 60 and Imm historic 
raporfng ret|ulretfiants under 49 C.F.R. St 10J.8|b|. 
Any oHer ol financial assistance for subsaly under 49 
CJ-R. §1152.27(b|(2) M l be due 120 daya aRet Ihe ID-
Ing of the poMlonlor etompton or 10 dain alter service 
of a Boaid dadskn gr i l l ing Ihe exempilan, wNcheter 
OCCUR sooner. An onsr ol financial assonnce must be 
accompanied by e $1,900 Idling be . CcmmsMs and/tar 
cHsis ol tnancnl assstance must he iPed with die 
Bosnia Chief of the Section of Adminiolnlion, Oliloe ol 
Pnceedinge, Suitice Transpcrtabon Boanl, 395 E. 
Stmt , SW, Washington DC 2a42M00l. Copies cf any 
comments andlbr oflsfs of Inanaal asdslsnce shall be 
saned on XVR^ iept«sontag«e. Friz R Kahn,Esq. 
Frilt R Kahn, P C . 1920 N. Streel NW (V" H), 
WiaMnglon, OC 20036. Questona ocncemaig com
ments andbr ofleis o l linandal assislancs may be 
directed to Ihe Boaidk Ofllce ol Publie Assolance, 
Govemmantal Allaiis and CompHanoa at (2(B) 245-
0238. 
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ATTACHMENT E 

Draft Federal Register Notice 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB Docket No. AB-1074X 

LASSEN VALLEY RAILWAY, LLC 
- PETITION FOR ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION — 

IN WASHOE COUNTY, NV, AND LASSEN COUNTY, CA 

PETITION FOR ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION 

On April 20,2011, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR") filed with the Board a 

petition for exemption under 49 U.S.C. § 10502 ftom the provisions of 49 U.S.C. §10903 

to abandon its line of railroad between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, 

Nevada, and Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, Califomia, a distance of 

21.77 miles. The line traverses United States Postal Service Zip Codes 89405,96113, 

96130 and 96136 and includes no stations. 

LVR has been advised that segments ofthe line may contain federally granted 

rights-of-way. Any documentation in LVR's possession will be made available promptly 

to those requesting it. 

The interests of railroad employees will be protected by the conditions of Oregon 

Short Line R. Co.—Abandonment—Goshen. 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979). 

Following its abandonment, the right-of-way ofthe rail line may be suitable for 

other public use, including interim trail use. Petitions to stay the effective date ofthe 

proposed abandonment on other than environmental or historic preservation grounds 

must be filed within 10 days ofthe Federal Register publication. Petitions to stay the 

effective date ofthe proposed abandonment on environmental or historic preservation 

1 



grounds may be filed at any time but must be filed sufficiently in advance ofthe efifective 

date ofthe order to allow the Surface Transportation Board to consider and act on the 

petition before the proposed abandonment becomes efifective. Petitiotis for 

reconsideration, comments regarding environmental, energy and historic preservation 

matters and requests for public use conditions under 49 U.S.C. §10905 and 49 C.F.R. 

§ 1 lS2.28(a)(2) must be filed witiiin 20 days after the Federal Register publication. 

Requests for trail use conditions under 16 U.S.C. §1247(d) and 49 C.F.R. §1152.29 must 

be filed within 10 days after the Federal Register publication. The exemption will be 

effective 30 days after the Federal Register publication, unless stayed. 



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
WASHINGTON, DC 

STBDocketNo.AB-l074X 

LASSEN VALLEY RAILWAY, LLC 
-PETITION FOR ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN WASHOE COUNTY, NV, AND LASSEN COUNTIES, CA 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR"), pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50, submits 

this Enviromnental and Historic Report in support of it Petition for Abandonment 

Exemption. 

1. Proposed action and alternatives. The line which LVR proposes to abandon 

extends between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, Nevada, and Milepost 

359.25 near Wendel, Lassen County, California, a distance of 21.77 miles. The line 

traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 89405,96113,96130 and 69136, and tiiere is no 

station. 

The line was acquired as a rail carrier by LVR from its former owner and 

operator. Union Pacific Railroad Company ("UP"), pursuant to the Notice of Exemption 

in STB Finance Docket No. 35306. Lassen Vallev Railwav LLC-Acquisition and 

Operation Exemption-Union Pacific Raihroad Comnanv. served December 3,2009,74 

Fed. Reg. 63501, December 3,2009. UP had been autiiorized to abandon tiie line, 

including the embraced remnant ofthe Susanville Industrial Lead between Milepost 

358.68 and Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, by Decision of tiie Board in STB Docket No. 



33 (Sub-No. 230X), Union Pacific Railroad Comnanv-Abandonment Exemption-in 

Lassen County. CA and Washoe Countv. NV. served Januaiy 26,2007, the effective date 

of which was deferred by Decisions served February 2,2007, August 5,2008, and 

September 19,2008, until October 19,2008. In its Decision the Board noted tiiat since 

2004 there had been no shipper on the line, and the only traffic which had moved on the 

line was by UP's contractors of scrap railroad track materials from abandoned UP raihroad 

lines. Nevertheless, UP did not consummate the abandonment. 

Lassen County believed preserving tiie line as an active line of raiiroad was 

important to County's economic development and asked UP to defer abandoning the line 

while the County tried to find anotiier operator. UP agreed and allowed the Coumy until 

August 17,2009, to find someone to make an offer to acquire the line. On August 10, 

2009, LVR advised the County and its two potential shippers, HL Power Company and 

Mr. Vincent P. Estell, that it would agree to purchase the line from UP and operate it as 

an active line of railroad for at least one yeafs time. 

The year was up December 17,2010. In the meantime, HL Power Company, the 

plant of which is approximately two miles distant from the line which LVR was 

authorized by the Board to acquire and operate, has installed no connecting track and has 

neither tendered nor received any traffic for handling by LVR. Similarly, the site which 

Mr. Estell hopes to develop is approximately two miles removed from the LVR's line, 

and Mr. Estell has laid no track connecting his site to the LVR and has neither tendered 

nor received any traffic for transportation by LVR. There are no other shippers on tiie 

line. In other words, no revenue fieight has moved on the Une since 2004. LVR now 



seeks to abandon tiie line so as to be able to salvage and sell the track, ties and other track 

materials. 

LVR has notified HL Power Company and Mr. Estell of its intention to seek die 

Board's authorization to abandon the line and has agreed to sell them the line in response 

to an offer to purchase the line. Neither one has responded affirmatively to LVR's 

proposal. 

The line proposed for abandonment includes five structure which are 50 years old 

or older, ordinary timber pile open deck tresties, one in Nevada and four in Califonua, 

none of which will not be removed or otherwise disturbed, so that the right-of-way ofthe 

line to be abandoned might serve a public purpose or be used for a recreational trail. 

Based on infoimation in LVR's possession, segments ofthe line may contain 

federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the railroad's possession will be 

made available promptiy to those requesting it. 

2. Transportation svstems. As already noted, no traffic has moved on the 

Flanigan-to-Wendel line in more tiian a year's time since LVR acquired it, just as no 

revenue freight moved on the line the last five years of UP's ownership ofthe line. By 

letters dated February 18 and March 16,2011, copies of which were sent to the Board's 

Office of Environmental Analysis ("OEA"), LVR's representative advised the Nevada 

State Clearinghouse and Califomia Office of Planning and Research ofthe proposed 

abandonment ofthe Flanigan-to-Wendel line, and copies ofthe exchange of e-mails with 

Mr. Reese Tietje ofthe Nevada State Clearinghouse, dated March 9 and 10,2011, are 

attached as Exhibit 1. 



3. Land use. By letter dated February 18 and March 16,2011, copies of which 

was sent to OEA, LVR's representative advised the Nevada and Califomia Natural 

Resources Conservation Services ofthe proposed abandonment ofthe Flanigan-to-

Wendel line, and attached as Exhibit 2 is a copy ofthe response of Mr. Bmce Peterson, 

Nevada State Conservationist, dated March 14,2011, stating that his office has no 

concems with the proposed abandonment. 

4. Ener|tY. No increase in energy consumption will result from the proposed 
I 

abandorunent. By letters dated February 18 and March 16,2011. copies of which were 

sent to OEA, LVR's representative advised the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 

tiie Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and the Califomia 

Environmental Protection Agency ofthe proposed abandonment ofthe Flanigan-to-

Wendel line. A copy ofthe letter from Mr. James R. Lawrence, Administrator ofthe 

Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, dated April 8,2011, is 

attached as Exhibit 3. 

5. Air. No emissions or pollutants will despoil the air as a result ofthe proposed 

abandonment. The tiireshold levels of 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(e)(5)(i)-(iii) will not be 

exceeded. By letters dated February 18 and March 16,2011, witii copies to OEA, LVR's 

representative advised the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Nevada 

Departinent of Conservation and Natural Resources and the Califomia Environmental 

Protection Agency ofthe proposed abandonment ofthe Flanigan-to-Wendel line. A copy 

ofthe letter from Mr. James R. Lawrence, Administrator of tiie Nevada Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources, dated April 8,2011, is attached as Exhibit 3. 



6. Noise. No increase in the level of noise will result ftom the proposed 

abandonment. The tiireshold levels of 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(e)(6)(i) & (ii) will not be 

exceeded. By letters dated February 18 and March 16,2011, with copies to OEA, LVR's 

representative advised the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Nevada 

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and the California Environmental 

Protection Agency ofthe proposed abandonment of the Flanigan-to-Wendel line. A copy 

of the letter from Mr. James R. Lawerence, Administrator ofthe Nevada Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources, dated April 8,2011, is attached as Exhibit 3. 

7. Safety. There will be no additional highway traffic as a result ofthe proposed 

abandonment ofthe line and, hence, no greater risk to public safety. By letters dated 

Febrtiaiy 18 and March 16,2011, with copies to OEA, LVR's representative advised the 

Nevada State Clearinghouse and the Califomia Office of Planning and Research ofthe 

proposed abandonment ofthe Flanigan-to-Wendel line, and copies ofthe e-mailed 

exchange of e-mails with Mr. Reese Tietje of tiie Nevada State Clearinghouse, dated 

March 9 and 10,2011, are attached as Exhibit 1. 

LVR is unaware of any hazardous waste sites or sites on which there were 

hazardous spills on the right-of-way ofthe railroad line proposed for abandoiunent. 

8. Biological resources. The proposed abandonment ofthe line will not affect 

endangered or threatened animal or plant species or areas designated as critical habitats, 

as far as LVR is aware. By letters dated February 18 and March 16,2011, with copies to 

OEA, LVR's representative notified tiie U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, tiie 

Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, the Califomia 

Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ofthe proposed 



abandonment ofthe Flanigan-to-Wendel line. A copy ofthe letter from Mr. James R. 

Lawrence, Administrator ofthe Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural 

Resources, dated April 8,2011, is attached as Exhibit 3. 

9. Water. The proposed abandonment of tiie line will not affect Federal, Nevada, 

Califomia or local water quality standards of which LVR is aware. By letters dated 

Februaiy 18 and March 16,2011, with copies to OEA, LVR's representative notified die 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineera and the Califomia Coastal Commission ofthe proposed 

abandonment ofthe Flanigan-to-Wendel line. No response has been received firom tiie 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Attached as Exhibit 4 is a copy of the letter reply, dated 

February 24,2011, from Mr. Mark Delaplaine, Manager, Energy, Ocean Resources and 

Federal Consistency Division ofthe Califomia Coastal Commission, stating that the 

abandonment would not affect the Califomia coastal zone. 

LVR is unaware of any designated wetiands or 100-year flood plains through 

which tiie railroad line proposed for abandonment passes. 

10. Proposed mitigation. Since tiie proposed abandonment of the line will result 

in no adverse environmental impacts, LVR perceives of no need for mitigating measures. 

Nevertiieless, in accordance with the Board's regulations, by leHers dated Februaiy 18 

and March 16,2011, with copies to OEA, LVR's representative advised the Nevada State 

Clearinghouse, tiie Califomia Office of Planning and Research, die National Park Service 

and tiie National Geodetic Survey ofthe proposed abandonment ofthe Flanigan-to-

Wendel line. Copies ofthe exchange of e-mails with Mr. Reese Tietje ofthe Nevada 

State Clearinghouse, dated March 9 and 10,2011, attached as Exhibit 1. A copy of die e-



mail from Mr. Simon Monroe ofthe National Geodetic Survey, dated April 6,2011, is 

attached as Exhibit 5. 

HISTORIC REPORT 

1. Map. A U.S. Department ofthe Interior Geological Survey map showing the 

Flanigan-to-Wendel line proposed to be abandoned is attached as Exhibit 6. 

2. Description. The railroad line proposed to be abandoned extends between 

Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan, Washoe County, Nevada and Milepost 360.10 near 

Wndel, Lassen County, California, a distance of 21.77 miles. The line embraces the 

remainder of what had been the former UP Susanville Industrial Lead between Milepost 

568.68 and Milepost 359.25 near Wendel. 

3. Photographs. There are five structure along the right-of-way of the railroad 

line proposed for abandonment which are 50 years old or older: (1) a 31.17-foot timber 

pile open deck bestie built in 1936 at Milepost 339.74 in Nevada, (2) a 45.17-foot timber 

pile open deck trestie built in 1940 at Milepost 344.62, (3) a 150.17-foot timber pile open 

deck trestie built in 1939 at Milepost 345.68, (4) a 45.17-foot timber pile open deck 

trestle built in 1941 at Milepost 345.95, and (5) a 20.17-foot timber pile open deck trestle 

built in 1931 at Milepost 346.67 in Califomia. Color photographs were sent to the 

Nevada and Califomia State Historic Preservation Officers vdth the letters from LVR's 

representative, dated February 18, 2011, copies of which was sent to OEA. Another set 

of the color photographs is being mailed to OEA today Representative photographs of 

the trestles are attached as Exhibit 7. The tresties are not expected to be removed if the 



Board were to authorize the abandonment of the Flanigan-to-Wendel line and would be 

available for public use or as part of a recreational trail. 

4. Dates. As already noted, tiie tresties were constructed between 1931 and 1941. 

5. Historv. Most of the Flanigan-to-Wendel line was constract by the Femley 

and Lassen Railway in 1913 and 1914. It later became a branch ofthe Westem Pacific 

Railroad Company. The majority of the line is 150 feet in width, with some intermittent 

portions being 300 feet wide. The property is considered to be in rural high desert area of 

westem Nevada and eastem Califomia. The line currentiy is constructed of combinations 

of n o , 112,113 and 119 pound rail put down primarily in the 1940s and 19S0s. Witii no 

traffic having been handled on the line since LVR acquired it in 2009 and no revenue 

fieight having moved on it in the last five years of UP's ownerahip before then, the line is 

not in good shape and would require rehabilitation before operations on it were resumed. 

6. Documents. LVR has no plans, drawings or other documents in its possession 

confirming the dates of constmction of the tresties or of any subsequent changes or 

improvements ofthe structures. None was made by LVR 

7. Opinion. LVR has no plans to demolish or dismantie the trestles, so that the 

right-of-way ofthe abandoned railroad line may serve a public purpose or be used as a 

recreational trail. LVR does not believe that the tresties warrant listing in the Register of 

Historic Places. Similarly. LVR is unaware of any archeological resources or any other 

previously unknown historic properties in the area. By letters dated Februaiy 18, 2011, 

with copies to OEA, LVR's representative notified the Nevada and Califomia Offices of 

Historic Preservation of the proposed abandonment of the Flanigan-to-Wendel line. 

Attached as Exhibit 8 are copies ofthe exchange of e-mails between the Nevada Deputy 



State Historic Preservation Officer and LVR's representative, dated March 18,23 and 24, 

2011. The office ofthe Califomia State Historic Preservation Officer telephoned to say 

tiut it was for OEA, rather tiian LVR, to initiate the section 106 historic review process. 

Respectfully submitted, 

LASSEN VALLEY RAILWAY, LLC 

By its attomey. 

Fritz] 
Frit2r^. Kahn, P.C. 
1920 N Street, NW (8tiifl.) 
Washington, DC 20036 

Tel.: (202)263-4152 

Dated: April 20,2011 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that I on March 29,2011, served copies ofthe Environmental and 

Historic Repoit as of tiiat date on the Federal, Nevada and California agencies whose 

views were sought in its preparation by mailing by prepaid, first-class mail copies to the 

persons or agencies whose die names and addresses are listed on the following pages. 

F r i t ^ K a h n 
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100 N. Stewart Street 
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Ms .Su.san K Stratton 
Office of Historic Preservation 
P O Box 942896 
Sacramento, CA 95296-0001 

National Park Service 
l l l l Jackson St. (#700) 
Oakland, CA 94607 

U.S. Environmental Protectin Agency 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
91 I N E I Ith Avenue 
Portland, OR 97232-4181 

NGS Spatial Reference System Div. 
NOAA M/NGS2 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 

U.S. Amiy Corps of Engineers 
1325 J Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Mr. Bruce Peterson 
Nevada State Conservationist 
1365 Corporate Bouevard 
Reno. NV 89502 

Dept. of Cnservalion & Natural Resources 
901 South Stewart St (#5001) 
Carson Citv. NV 89701 
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Nevada State Clearinghouse 
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.San Fiiiiici.sco. CA 04105-2219 

California Environmental Protection Agency 
P.O. Box2815 
Sac amento.CA 95812-2815 

("nlUbrnia Office of Planning & Research 
P O. Box 3044 
Sacramento, CA 95812 

Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 
Chief, Office of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington. DC 20423 

Michael J. Van Wagenen, Esq. 
Vice Presidenl 
Lassen Valley Railway, LLC 
P 0. Box 26421 
Salt Lake City, UT 84126 

Mr. Donald L. Cavallo 
Public Administrator 
Wasiioe County 
P. 0 . Box 7360 
Reno, NV 89510-7360 

Mr. Tom C. Stone 
County Administrative Officer 
Lassen County 
221 S. Roop St. (#4) 
Susanville. CA 96130 

IM^AH-nc)-!!!!!)-! MC91S l!ieqe6 s| zasnjin 

http://wvvw.avery.com


EXHBIT 1 



Page 1 of3 

Print 

6.iki»/.t ^ ^ ' ' E2011-108 Railway abandonment and salvage, Flanigan to Wendel, Washoe and 
=>"''J«" Lassen County-

From: Nevada State Clearinghouse <Clearinghou8e@budgetstate.nv.us> 
Sent: Mar 10,201112:38:00 PM 
To: iiccgc@verizon.net 

Thank you for the extra information, Fritz. I'll forward you any cominents received at the end of the comment 
period. 

Reese Tietje, Nevada State Clearinghouse 

From: Nevada State Qearinghouse 
Sent: TTiursday, March 10,2011 9:36 AM 
To: Nevada State Qearinghouse 
Subject: E2011-108 Railway abandonment and salvage, Flanigan to Wendel, Washoe and Lassen County • 

NEVADA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE 
Depaitment of Adminisnation. Budget and Planning Division 
209 East IVIusser Street, Room 200. Carson City. Nevada 89701-4298 
(775) 684-0213 Fax (775)684-0260 

TRANSMISSION DATE: 3/10/2011 

zzClearinghouse 

Nevada SAI#E201M08 
Project: Railway abandonment and salvage, Flanigan to Wendel, Washoe and Lassen County 

Follow the link below to download an Adobe PDF document concemmg the above-mentioned project 
for your review and comment. 

Please evaluate it witii respect to its effect on your plans and programs; the importance of its 
contribution to state and/or local 

http://netmail.verizon.iiet/webniail/driver?nimlet=deggetemail&fn=INBOX&page=l&deg... 3/10/2011 

mailto:Clearinghou8e@budgetstate.nv.us
mailto:iiccgc@verizon.net
http://netmail.verizon.iiet/webniail/driver?nimlet=deggetemail&fn=INBOX&page=l&deg
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areawide goals and objectives; and its accord with any applicable laws, orders oi regulations with 
which you are familiar. 

Please submit your comments no later than fhursday. March 31 .2011 . 

Use the space below for short comments. If significant comments are provided, please use agency 
letterhead and include the Nevada SAI number and comment due date for our reference. 

Clearinghouse project arehive 

Questions? Reese Tie^e, (775) 684-0213 or clearinghouse(gl.state.nv.us 

^No conunent on this project Proixisal supported as written 

AGENCY COMMENTS: 

Signature: 

Date: 

Distribution: Sandy Quilici, Department of Conservation A Natural Resources 
Gary Deiks, Division of Emergency Management 
David Mouat, Deseit Reseaich Institute 
Kevin Kiricel^, Senator Ensign's Office 
Nancy Boland, Esmeralda County 
Chad Hastings, Fire Marshal 
Kiifc Bailsman, Hawthorne Aniiy Depot 
Skip Canfield. AICP, Division of State Lands 
Coiy Lytle, Lincoln County 
Zip U|Aam, NAS Fallon 
Ed Ryiwld. NAS Fallon 
Teiri Compion, Depaitmem ofTransportation 
Lori Campbell, Department ofTransportation 
Timothy Mueller, Depaitment ofTransportation 
Steve Siegel, Department of Wildlife, Director's Office 
David Catalano, [Apartment of Wildlife, Fallon 
Mailc FTeese, Department of Wildlife 
Robert Martinez, Division of Water Resources 
Tod Oppeabom, Nellis Air Force Base 
Ms. Deborah MacNeill, Nellis Air Force Base 
William Cadwallader, Nellis Air Force Base 
99ABW, Nellis Air Force Base 
James D. Morefield, Natural Heritage Program 
Linda Cohn, National Nuclear Security Administration 
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Joseph C. Strolin, Agency for Nuclear Projects 
Steve Weaver, Division of State Parks 
Marie Harris, PE, Public Utilities Commission 
Jason Woodiufi; Public Utilities Commission ' 
Rebecca Palmer, State Historic Preservation Office 
Bruce Gustafion, Nevada Department of Taxation, Local Govemment, Centrally Assessed Property 
Teny Rubald, Nevada Department of Taxation, Local Government, Centrally Assessed Property 
Teny Rubald, Nevada Department of Taxation, Local Government, Centrally Assessed Property 
John Muntcan, UNR Bureau of Mines 
Jon Price, ITNR Bureau of Mines 
David David, UNR Bureau of Mines 
Ryan McGinness, Washington Office 
Clearinghouse, zzClearinghouse 
Maud Naroll, zzClearinghouse-Maud 
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Print, 

Subject LVR railroad line abandonment 
From: Fritz R. Kahn <xiGcgc@verizon.net> 
Sent: Mar 9,201105:36:33 PM 
To: Clearinghousc@budget.state.nv.us 

Mr. Tietje: 

Thank you for your e-mal ofMarch 9,2011. Should Lassen Valley Railway, LLC be authorized by 
the Surface Transporation Board to abandon the line beween Flanigan, NV and Wendel, C/^ it proposes 
to salvage die track, ties and other track materials. It, however, will not remove any ofthe bridges or 
culverts so tiiat the abandoned right-of-way could be the used for other purposes, as, for example, a 
recreatiional traiL The additional maps you requested are attached. Ifl can be of fiuther assistance, 
please let me know. 

Fritz R. Kahn ' 

Fritz R. Kahn. P.C. 
1920 N Street, N.W. (Stiifl.) 
Washington. DC 20036 
Tel.: (202) 263-4152 
Fax: (202 331-8330 
e-mail: xiccgc@verizon.net 

This transmission is privileged and intended for tiie exclusive use of die addressee. If it has been 
misdirected, please advise by telephone and return the transmission by mailing it to the originator at the 
above address. 
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(Ml 
Subject LVR railroad line abandonment 
From: Nevada State Clearinghouse <Clearinghousc@budget.state.nv.us> 
Sent: Mar 9,201101:41:02 PM 
To: xlccgc@verizon.net 

Dear Mr. Kahn-

Clearinghouse is in receipt of your request for comments on tiie abandonment of Lassen Valley 
Railway's railroad line between Flanigan and Wendel. Before this request is distaibuted to state agencies 
for comment, more details ofthe abandonment are needed. This would include information regarding 
any planned removal of Iracks or associated inlrastructure, proposed enviroiunental and visual impact 
restoration measures, and a better quality map with legible text. Without this information, it is 
impossible to provide you with any meaningfiil comments. This information may be emailed directly to 
Clearinghouse at this ^dress. 

Thank you. 

Reese Tietje, Nevada State Clearinghouse 
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EXHBIT 2 



states Department af i tar ia i i ta ie 

MKS 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
1365 Corporate Blvd. 
Reno, Nevada 89502 
Phone: (775) 857-8500 
Fax: (775)857-8524 

Law Offices 
Mr. Fritz R. Kahn March 14,2011 
1920 N. Street, NW. (8*F1) 
Washington, DC 20036 

Mr. Kahn, 

This letter is in response to your letter dated February 18,2011 regarding the proposed 
aliaiidonment of railroad line. The Nevada Natural Resources Conservation Service has no 
concerns with this proposed action. 

If you liave any questions or concems please feel fiee to contact me at (77S) 8S7-8S00 ext 100. 

Since 

BRUCE PETERSEN 
State Conservationist 

Helping People Help tlie Land 

An Equal Opporunlly Pnvidir and Employer 
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Stale Land Olfice 
LEODROZDOFF HRIAN SANDOVAL Slate Land Use Planning Agency 

D incur Governor Nevada Tahoc Resource Team 
Consemiian Bond Piogram -Ql 

Department of Conservalion ^ ^ M ^ ^ ^ 
and Naiunl Resouices ^KKK^k. ' * ' ^ ^ " " ' ' ' ' ' ' " 

^ ^ _ _ _ _ ^ ^ ^ Division of .State Lands 
JAMES R LAWRLNCE ^BSHI^^I ' " ' ^ ^^"'"^ ^' ^""^ ^ ' ^ 

AdmlKlilniior ^^IQH^^^V Canon Cily, Nevada 8970I-S24t 
Phone (775)684-2720 
Fax (775)684-2721 

Web www lands nv gov 

STATE OF NEVADA 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Division of State Lands 
April 8, 2011 

Frilz Kahn 
Fritz R. Kahn Law Offices 
1920 N Street. NW 
8 " Floor 

Washington, DC 20036 

RE: STB Docket No. AB-1074X, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC -
Petition for Abandonment Exemption, Washoe County, NV. 

Dear Mr. Kahn: 

TTiis letter is in response to your letter of March 31,2011, addressed to Leo DrozdofF, Director 
of the Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, regarding the above noted 
matter. The Department of Conservation and Nahiral Resources has submitted Its comments 
to you through our State Clearinghouse. You should have received that correspondence. Our 
only comment was regarding the potential use of the abandoned grade for a future 'Rails to 
Trails' project. That issue was addressed in the Environmental and Historical Report on the 
project. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the project. 

Sincerely, 

y ^ ^ ' ' ' \ ^ ^ % R. LAWRENCE 
C -—^Administrator 

CC: Leo DrozdofF, Director, OCNR 
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STATE OF CALIFOaNIA—NATURAL lESOUlCES AGENCY ARNOLD SCilWAaZENBOCER. C o r l l M I 

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
. 1 FREMONT. SUITE 2000 
SAN PeANCISCO. CA <I4I0S. 2119 
>01CB (4ISI 001-9100 
lAX MIS) 904-9400 
-DD(4 l3) i97-9Bi ) 

February 24,2011 

Fritz R. Kahn, P.C. 
Eighth Floor 
1920 N St., N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20036-1601 

Re: Lassen Valley Railway, Proposed Railroad Abandonment 
STB Docket No. AB-1074X 

Dear Mr. Kahn: 

The Coastal Commission staff has no concems over above-referenced proposed railroad 
abandonment. We agree that this abandonment will not affect the Califomia coastal zone. 
If you have any questions about this letter, please feel free to contact me at (415) 904-5289. 

Sincerely, / ^ A-. 

MARK DELAPLAINE 
Manager, Energy, Ocean Resources 
and Federal Consistency Division 

cc: Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Victoria Rutson, Chief 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
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W " 

Page 1 of2 

; Print 

Subject NGS Response, STB Docket AB-1074X 
From: Simon Monroe <Simon.Monroe(@noaa.gov> 
Sent: Apr 6,2011 03:15:11 PM 
To: xiccgc(@verizon.net 
PP. sea@stb.dot.gov, Surveyorlady@yahoo.com, MartLIkehara@noaa.gov, 

GiIbert.MitcheII@noaa.gov, Simon.Monroe(^noaa.gov 

> Thank you for sharing your railroad abandonment environmental report for 
> 
> Wendel, Lassen County, CALIFORNIA& Flanigan, Washoe County, NEVADA. 
> 
> 
> 
> Approximately 12 geodetic survey marks may be located in the area 
> described. 
> If maiks will be disturbed by the abandonment, [THE RAILROAD] shall 
> consuh with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) at least 90 days prior to 
> beginning salvage activities that will disturb, or destroy any 
> geodetic station 
> 
> marks described on the attached file. Additional advice is provided at 
> http-7/geodesy .noaa.gov/marks/railroads/ 

|.._| 1..| 1 1 1.-| 

|....|LT0084|. 1|88/ADJUSTED|N402051 |W120I359 |B...|J95 

|....|LT0O85|. 1|88/ADJUSTED|N40205I |W120I359 |C...|K95 

|....|LT0086|. 1|88/ADJUSTED|N402030 |WI20I321 |B...|L95 

|....|LT0O87|. I|88/ADJUSTED|N40I910 |WI201159 |C...|M 95 

|....|LT0O88|. 1|88/ADJUSTED|N40I750 |W1201032 |D...|N 95 

|....|LT0089|. 1|88/ADJUSTED|N401657 |W120083I |D...|P95 

|....|LT0090|. 1|88/ADJUSTED|N40I556 |W12006I0 |C...|R 95 

|....|LT0091|. 1|88/ADJUSTED|N401512 |W1200430 |C...|S 95 

|....|LT0092|. 1|88/ADJUSTED|N40I422 |W1200231 |C...|T 95 
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|....|LT0093|. 1|88/ADJUSTED|N401330 |W1200035 |C...|U 95 

|....|LS04071.1|88/ADJUSTED|N401240 |W1I95841 |C...|R 20 

|....|LS0408|. I|88/ADJUSTED|N401147 |W1195640 |C...|S 20 
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LASSEN VALLEY RAILWAY, LLC 

Proposed abandonment 

/ 
(Location of bridges noted.) 
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EXHIBITS 



u w OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW (B™ FL.) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-Riali: x1ccgc@ven20n.net 

March 24, 2011 

VIA E-MAIL 

Ms. Rebecca Lynn Palmer 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
D^wtment of Cultural Affairs 
100 N.Stewart Street 
Carson City, NV 89701 

Dear Ms. Palmer: 

Thank you for your letter ofMarch 23,2011, and the admonition that I should 
have placed in an historical context the conclusion ofthe Lassen Valley Railway that the 
31.17-foot two span timber pile open deck trestle built in 1936 located at Milepost 339.74 
ofthe railroad line between Flanigan, NV, and Wendel, CA, proposed for abandonment 
in STB Docket No. AB-1074X does not meet the criteria for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

The trestle is about two miles northwest of Flanigan in the rural high desert area 
of westem Nevada. It is about 45 miles north of Reno and about 25 miles west of 
Pyramid Lake and the Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation ofthe Northem Paiute tribe. 

Certainly, the Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation is of historic interest as it was set 
aside for the Northem Paiute tribe by request ofthe U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs in 
1859. As I noted, however, it is well removed from the site of the trestle. 

Flanigan, also, is of historic interest as it was a station on the Alameda and San 
Joaquin Railroad, later known as the Westem Pacific Railroad, the construction of which 
began in 1900. The Southem Pacific Railroad subsequently reached Flanigan as well. 

The line which the Lassen Valley Railroad proposes to abandon, however, is not 
part ofthe line ofthe Alameda and San Joaqun Railroad. The line proposed for 
abandonment was constructed by the Femley and Lassen Railway in 1913 and 1914 and 
at some later date became a branch of the Western Pacific Railroad. 

The site ofthe trestle and its immediate area is of no historic significance, as best 
as I can determine. 

mailto:x1ccgc@ven20n.net


I have looked at a map ofthe Historical Markers of Reno and Washoe County 
published by Nevada Landmarks, and I found none to be located in the vicinity ofthe 
trestle. 

I have read Chapter LVIII, Washoe County, by Major G. W. Ingalls, in The 
History of Nevada, edited by Sam P. Davis and published in 1912, and nothing in its 
detailed discussion ofthe history ofthe County touches on the area in which the trestle is 
located. 

The trestle itself is of nothing out ofthe ordinary. It is a two span timber pile 
open trestle as have been routinely constructed by the railroads in the West. 

I hope that based upon the additional information I have furnished you will agree 
that the trestle does not meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Sincerely yours, 

Frit j^. Kahn 

cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 
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STATE OF NEVADA 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
State Historic Preservation Office 

100 N. Stewart Strest 

Carson City, Nevada 89701 

(775)684-3448 • Fax (775) 684-3442 

"«HAELE.F«CHER www.nvshpo.org «. j^^^rp,**-^*!^V« 

March 23,2011 

Fritz R. Kahn, P.C. 
1920 N Street NW (8th Floor) 

, Washington DC 20()36 

RE: Petition for Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board for Authority to 
Abandon Its Railroad Line between Milepost 538.33 near Flanigan, NV and 
MUepost 360.10 near Wendel, CA (Undertaking #2011-1486). 

Dear Mr. Kahn: 

The Nevada State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) reviewed your request for 
cominents on the subject undertaking. Your letter indicates that Lassen Valley 
Railway LLC is only aware of one structure in Nevada that is historic. This structure 
is described as originally constructed in 1936 and there have been no alterations to 
the structure since its placement on the line. 

Your letter states that based on infonnation in LVR's possession, but not included in 
this submission, LVR does not believe that the trestle is not eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

The SHPO cannot concur with this determination for the following reason: 

Your submission did not contain an historic context which is necessary 
to evaluate the National Register eligibility of this resource. A 
determination of National Register elijgibility under any of the 
Secretary's criteria should contain a discussion of the significant historic 
tKQ{isJjVJtb.ejcegiiQio._A.discussion.of.iiesauice.inteerity,.and.a.fi 
detennination oFNational Register eligibility, should be completed 
within this context. 

If you have any questions conceming this coirespondence, please feel free to contaa 
me at (775) 684-3443 or by e-mail at Rebecca.Palmer@nevadaculture.org. 

ebecca Lynn Palmer, Deputy 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

iN»oeni.iig 

http://www.nvshpo.org
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ATTTACHMENT G 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Dockei No. AB-I074X 

LASSEN VALLEY RAILWAY. LLC 
-PETITION FOR ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN WASHOE COUNTY, NV. AND LASSEN COUNTY, CA 

VERIFIED STATEMENT 
OF 

MICHAEL J. VAN WAGENEN 

My name is Michael J. Van Wagenen, and 1 am the Vice President ofthe 

Petitioner, Lassen Valley Railway, LLC ("LVR"). 

LVR's railroad line extends between Milepost 338.33 near Flanigan. Washoe 

County, Nevada, and Milepost 3S9.2S near Wendel, Lassen County, Califomia, a 

distance of 21.77 miles. The line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 89405,96113, 

96130 and 96136, and there is no station on the line. 

The line was acquired as a rail carrier by LVR from its former owner and 

operator. Union Pacific Railroad Company ("UP"), pursuant to the Notice of Exemption 

in STB Finance Docket No. 35306. Lassen Vallev Railwav LLC-Acquisition and 

Operation Exemption-Union Pacific Railroad Comoanv. served December 3,2009. 74 

Fed. Reg. 63501. December 3.2009. UP had been authorized to abandon the line, 

including the embraced remnant ofthe Susanville Industrial Lead between Milepost 

358.68 and Milepost 359.25 near Wendel, by Decision ofthe Board in STB Docket No. 

33 (Sub-No. 230X), Union Pacific Railroad Companv-Abandonment Exemntion-in 

1 



Lassen Countv. CA and Washoe Countv. NV. served January 26,2007, the effective date 

of vi4iich was deferred by Decisions served Februaiy 2,2007, August 5,2008, and 

September 19.2008. until October 19.2008. A map ofthe line sought to be abandoned 

by UP is attached as Exhibit A. In its Decision the Board noted that, since 2004, there 

had been no shipper on the line, and the only trafficwhich had moved on the line was by 

UPs contractors of scrap railroad track materials from abandoned UP railroad lines. 

Nevertheless, UP did not consummate the abandonment. 

Lassen County believed preserving the line as an active line of railroad was 

important to County's economic development and asked UP to defer abandoning the line 

while the County tried to come up with the financing to acquire the line. UP agreed and 

allowed the County until August 17,2009, to come up with a proposal for the acquisition 

ofthe line. Attached as Exhibit B is a copy of UP's letter to the Chairman ofthe County's 

Board of Supervisors, dated June 16.2009. On August 6.2009,1 notified Mr. John T. 

Ketelsen, Administrative OfRcer of Lassen County, that an affiliate of LVR, V&S 

Railway, LLC, very well may be interested in buying the line from the UP, and he in tum 

advised County's Board of Supervisors. Attached as Exhibit C is a copy of Mr. 

Ketelsen's memorandum to the Board of Supervisors. At its meeting of August 11,2009, 

the Board of Supervisors agreed that V&S Railway, LLC or an affiliate should acquire 

the line from the UP and operate it fbr at least one year's time. Attached as Exhibit D is a 

copy ofthe letter to UP's Messrs. Schultze and Allamong from the Chairman ofthe 

County's Board of Supervisors, dated August 11,2009, urging the UP to go along with 

tlie proposed acquisition and operation. 



On August 10,2009, LVR advised the County and its two potential shippers, HL 

Power Company and Mr. Vincent P. Estell, that it would agree to purchase the line from 

UP and operate it as an active line of railroad for at least one year's time. Attached as 

Exhibit E is a copy ofthe e-mail which I sent to the various parties confirming that LVR 

would purchase the line from UP and keep the track in place for at least one year. 

The year was up December 17,2010. In the meantime, HL Power Company, the 

plant of which is approximately two miles distant from the line which LVR was 

authorized by the Board to acquire and operate, has installed no connecting track and has 

neither tendered noi received any traffic for handling by LVR. Similarly, the site which 

Mr. Estell hopes to develop is approximately two miles removed from the LVR's line, 

and Mr. Estell has laid no track connecting his site to the LVR and has neither tendered 

nor received any trafiic for transpoitation by LVR. There are no other shippers on the 

LVR. 

On Januaiy 17,2011,1 sent a letter to Mr. Ralph Sanders, Plant Manager of HL 

Power Company, and Mr. Estell requesting them to give me an update on their operations 

and their need for rail services. Attached as Exhibit F are copies of my letter and FedEx's 

confirmation of its delivery. I received no response from either HL Power Company or 

Mr. Estell. 

On Februaiy 11,2011, i sent another letter to Mr. Sanders and Mr. Estell advising 

them that LVR was considering abandonment ofthe railroad and inviting them to make 

an offer to acquire the line if they had a need for railroad service. Attached as Exhibit G 

are copies of my letter and FedEx's confiimation of its deliveiy. I received no written 

response from either HL Power Company or Mr. Estell. 



In early March of 2011,1 placed a follow-up telephone call to Mr. Estell to 

detennine what position he took with respect to the retention of LVR's line. He stated 

that he was trying to convince Lassen County of the importance of keeping the line by 

acquiring the railroad but to date had not succeeded. He said that he had spoken with Mr. 

Sanders of HL Power Company, who indicated that HL Power Company was not 

interested in acquiring the railroad line. 

There has been not a single shipment on the LVR the entire time since the Board 

authorized LVR's acquisition and operation ofthe Flanigan-to-Wendel line. In other 

words, no revenue freight has moved on the line since 2004. LVR now seeks to abandon 

the line so as to be able to salvage and sell the track, ties and other track materials. 

I declare under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the United States of America, 

that I liave read tbe foregoing Verified Statement and that its assertions are true and 

correct to the best of my knowledge, infoimation and belief. I fiirttier declare that I am 

qualified and authorized to submit ttiis Verified Statement on behalf of Lassen Valley 

Railway, LLC. I imow that willfiil misstatements or omission of material fact constitute 

Federal criminal violations punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001 by imprisomnent up to five 

years and fines up to $10,000 for each ofiense. Additionally, these misstatements are 

punishable as perjury under 18 U.S.C. 1621, which provides for fines up to $2,000 or 

imprisonment up to five jrears fbr each offense. 

Dated at Salt Lake City, Utah, this 1 ^ day of / I j O f O ^ . 2011. 

-U^-Vil 
Michael J. Van Wagenen 
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C(»cd 

June 16,2009 

Mr. Uoyd Keefer, Chairman 

Lassen County Board of Supervisors 

2215. Hoop street Suite 4 

Susanville, CA 96310 

Via Fax 

Dear Mr, Keefer: 

Union Pacifie h«5 considered your May 21 request to Jim Young for a 60 day perloiS In which to develop 

an oftar to acquire the Ranlgap to Wendel, CA, line. Willie UP intends to continue preparations fbr 

salvaga so that we do not miss the current construction season, we will forego flnal execution of a 

salvage contract until August 17,2009. The balance of this letter discusses the basic conditions under 

whieh wa would consider negotiating a sale of the line to (.assen County. 

•The Hne available fbr disposition includes the 21.77 miles ofthe Ftanigan to Wendel Ihie from milepost 

338.33 near Hanigan to milepost 360.10 near Wendel, plus the 0.57 mile remnant of tha Susanville line 

et Wendel both segments having been approved for abandonment by the STB in the most recent 

proceeding. (UP has ended its common carrier sen/ice obligation on the segments as par the STB 

approval). Added to this would be approximately 5.3 miles of yard and side tradis, Ineluding the 

additional portion of the main line at Wendel from milepost 360.10 to 360.75 that was retained after 

the earlier Wendel to Aituras abandonment to provide for an access point to HLP. These track materials 

liave a current calculated net liquidation value (NLV) of 52,184,511. Net liquidation value depicts the 

amount a railroad would actually 'c lear from salvage after deducting all costs of removing the 

materiais. Added to this Is a value for the real estate of $116,679. The combined value, $2,301,190, is a 

figure UP could seeic n a price fbr selling the line to the county Of central Importance would be the 

ability of lessen County to provide concrete verification of financing and sources of funds of this amount 

prior to August 17. 

U P assumes that the county would hire an operator to run the line and construct an interchange traclc 

at Flanigan. The operator would establish and collect the rates It needs to Justify Its operations north of 

Flanigan. UP would establish and coNeet the rates It needs on its lines beyond Flanigan. The county and 

any prospective operator must form their own opinions as to ths vlvblltty of the line to be purchased. 

UP makes no representations at this time about its senrice availability and frequency at Flanigan. 

twiOMrACinciiAaKo»n itnoDDSIIHiimi STOP i j jo Omtiii,NE«II7<.IJ5D 
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The county, HLP, and any potential investors or operators will be responsible for reviewing what 

changes In drcumstances or economics malie the line appear viable now. Two past attempts by UP to 

sell the segmenB foundered in part due to HLP's position that UP blomass rates were too high. 

Please confirm fbr us whether or not the county intends to utilize the proposed evaluation period. 

Under UP policy, an official offer and acceptance regarding a line sale exists only upon completion of a 

line sale contract and approval by UP senior management. 

if you have any questions ragardlng line sale procedures, please feel free to contact me at 402-544-

3169. Business development opportunities may be refened to Paul Maeoenald at 916'789i«i55. 

IngrtdSchult 

Senior Direct<^ !erllne Marketing 

Cc: Gary Hunter, Railroad Industries, Inc. 

Wesley Lujan, UP Govemment Afbirs 
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County of Lassen 
ADMIN ISTRATIVE SERVICES 
ROBBIITF.PVLE 
Dair ia I 
JIM CIUPMAN 

S.n«? » » » JO"" T. Ketoisen 
LLOVD I. KEEFER Couof/ Administrative Officer 
' " * ' " " ' email- : o, i"iin4ic& Idsswi cii.i!' 
BRIAN D L O A H L E =WIVII.1! 
oui r icK J u l i e M o r g a n 
JACK HANSON Assistant to the CAO 
DiMlric! S email imomanam.lass^i^ T^r'̂ ^ 

Regina Schaap 
Administrative Assistant 

email is r].ifl3iU>fo.|rivAqn.'.a u' 

County Administration Ofllce 
221 S. Reap Street, Suite 4 

Susanville, CA 96130 
Phone- 530-251-8333 

Fax- 530-251-2663 

Memorandum 

Date: 

Meeting Date: 

To: 

From: 

August 6, 2009 

August 11, 2009 

Board of Supervisors 

John T. Keteisen, CAO 

Subject: Wendel / Flanagan Rail line 

Issue: Whether to support the purchase of the above referenced 
railroad Ime by V&S Railways, LLC? 

Discussion: Union Pacific has granted the County until August 17'" to 
make an offer for the acquisition of the raii line (see letter dated June 16, 2009.) The 
County is not interested in owning or operating a rail road. However, in the name of 
economic development the Board may be interested in supporting its acquisition by 
others who will operate it to support enterprises or firms which require such ancillary 
resources. To move the process along the County paid for an appraisal of the line by 
Rail Road Inc. (See copy of appraisal attached.) 

Staff and Jack Hanson have met with various parties over the last couple of months 
regarding the acquisition, use and / or operation ofthe Wendel to Flanagan railroad 
line. This effort has resulted in the offer by V&S Railways LLC (see letter dated August 
6, 2009.) 

If the Board is interested in supporting acquisition by V&S, a letter has been prepared 
for the Chairman's signature. 



County of Lassen 
ADMIN ISTRAT IVE SERVICES 

ROBERT F. PVLB 
Ouincr I 
JIM CHAHIAN 

LLow 1. KEBFBR ' < > " " T. Ke te lscn 
Dlsirla 3 • County Administrative Officer 
BRIAN D. OAHLE " " ' " • ^•"•l-5i"l"filfK'l-'MSi3 «J i ' -

J 1 ^ ' , L » » O M ^ " " « Morgan 
JACK HANSON Assistant to the CAO 
Oatrla S email imoraaniaco lassen ca us 

Regina Sc l iaap 
Admmistrative Assistant 

email i v,-.-i,'dp.J!ii!iJ*ii;Bn.i,« us 

County Administration ONIce 
221 S Roop Stieet, Suite 4 

SusanvlUe, CA 96130 
A . B ',r\r\n Phone- 530-251-8333 
August 6, 2009 Fax- 530-251-2663 

Ingrid Schul tze 
Senior Director Interl ine Market ing 
Union Pacif ic Rai l road 
1400 Douglas Street 
Omaha , NE 68179-1350 

RE: Rai l Line f rom Flanigan, Nv. to Wende l , Calif. 

Dear Ms. Ingrid Schul tze 

O n August 1 1 , 2 0 0 9 the Board of Supen/isors of Lassen County author ized m e to send 
this letter in suppor t of the acquisit ion of the above referenced line by V & S Rai lways, 
LLC or a subsidiary thereof. In your letter of June 16'", 2009 you indicated that Union 
Pacific wou ld al low t he County until August 17*" to come up with a plan for the 
acquisit ion of said rail l ine so long as evidence of f inancing is presented, it is our 
understanding that V & S Rai lways can satisfy your condi t ion that f inanc ing is avai lable. 
This t ransact ion, once consummated , will satisfy the County 's interests in preserving 
the line for fu ture commerc ia l activity along the exist ing corridor. I thank you in advance 
for your cooperat ion in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Lloyd Keefer, Cha i rman 
Lassen County Board o f Supervisors 

cc. Gary Hunter, Railroad Industries, Inc. 
Ralph Sanders, Honey Lake Power 
Vince Estell 
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County o f Lassen 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

rp.p<n» 

^ ^ i «»». ' " " " T. Ketalsen 
u m u •••••••• County Admlnatraave Otneer 
In imctJ •mall: coadminaca.laMM.fi^H' 
OMrfcf 4 J u l i a Mo rgan 
lAailWNBBN Ascmant tB tfieXAO 
ttuukiS 

itagina Schaap 
AOmmianiilve Assistant 

•mall. t ishMuSeiJxtHSJlj ia 

Collator AdmlniatnUaa Oll ln 
2215. Reap SIraal, Suite 4 

Sua>nv»le,CAM130 
Phone 530-251-8333 

August 11, 2009 •=«= 5»-J5«-»«« 

Ingrid Schultze 
Senior Director Interline Martteting 
Union Pacific Raiiroad 
1400 Douglas Straet ischuitze@up.oom 
Omaha, NE 68179-1350 

Mr. Ray Allamong 
Senior Manager, Rail Line Planning 
Unton Pacific Railroad rallamong@up.com 
1400 Douglas Street 
Omaha, NE 68179-1350 
rallamong@up. com 

RE: Rail Line from Flanigan, Nv. to Wendel, Calif. 

Dear Ms. Ingrid Schultze: 

On August 11,2009 Ihe Board of Supeivisors of Lassen County authorized me to send 
this letter in support of the acquisition of the above referenced line by V & S Railways, 
LLC or a subsidiary thereof. In the letter of June 16*", 2009 Union Pacific allowed the 
County until August 17*" to come up with a plan fbr the acquisition of said rail line so 
long as evidence of financing is presented. It is our understanding that V&S Railways 
can satisfy your condition that financing is available. This transaction, once 
consummated, wiil satisfy the County's interests In preserving the line for future 
commercial activity along the existing corridor. 

It is tha County of Lassen's understanding that there is now an agreement between the 
potential shippers and V&S Railways that upon acquisition V&S will maintain the line in 
tact for shipping for no less than a year allowing the shippers to put their operations in 
place for use. In addition, the agreement contemplates an option for the shippers to 
acquire the line in the future. 

I thank you In advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

mailto:ischuitze@up.oom
mailto:rallamong@up.com


Sincerely, 

Lloyd'Keefer, Chalmnan ' 
Lassen County Board of Supervisors 

cc. Gary Hunter, Railroad Industries, Inc 
Ralph Sanders. Honey Lake Power 
Vtnce Estell 
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Michael VanWagenen 

From: Michael VanWagenen 
Sent: Monday, August 10,2009 3 28 PM 
To: 'John Ketelsen' 
Co: estellco@hotmall com, rsanders@hlpower.com: Jack Hanson; gvh@railroadlndu5tnes com, 

raillndlnc@world net.att.net 
Subject: RE Flanigan to Wendel RR Line 

Gentlemen: Further to our discussion this morning, I am providing a summary of our position 
with a proposal on what we are prepared to do. Please note the following: 

1. Lassen County ("County') has indicated its desire that the railroad line between 
Flanigan and Wendell remain in place. However, the County desires to fulfill the role of a 
facilitator between Union Pacific Railroad and the shortline railroad rather than an owner of 
the 'railroad line. 
2. Lassen Valley Railway, LLC (a new company affiliate of V and S Railway, LLC) ("LVR") 
has agreed to purchase the railroad line from Union Pacific Railroad Company ("UPRR") for the 
price offered to Lassen County. 
3. LVR has agreed to hire Gary Hunter [the consultant for the County] to finalize the 
purchase between LVR and UPRR. 
4. There are two potential shippers [HL Power Company and Vincent Estell] ("Shippers") who 
are desirous of future rail service. It is understood that it will take the Shippers 
approximately a year to permit their projects. 
5. The Shippers would like a commitment from LVR that it will leave the railroad line in 
place for a period of at least a year, in order that they may be able to secure funding for 
the development of their respective projects. 
6. LVR will work with the Shippers to determine when rail service may commence on the 
railroad line. The Shippers will develop a forecast of their future railroad needs for a 
three to five year period. 
7. LVR is willing to make the following representation to the County and the Shippers. 

a. LVR will agree not to remove the railroad track materials for a period of at 
least one (1) year. 

b. A year after purchasing the railroad line from the UPRR, LVR will make a 
determination as to whether it wants to continue the ownership of the railroad line. 
This analysis will be based in large part on the progress of each Shipper in 
development of a plan to utilize rail service. 

c. If LVR shall decide to divest itself of the railroad line, it will give the 
Shippers [jointly or severally] the opportunity to purchase the railroad line 
from LVR. LVR will agree to give the Shippers at least 60 days advance notice. 

d. The Shippers shall have the option to purchase the railroad line from LVR for the 
original purchase price, plus five (5%) or the current market value, 
whichever is higher. 
8. Of course, the option is contingent on LVR being able to close on the purchase from 
UPRR. 

If the Shippers desire to have this option, please respond accordingly to this message. If 
you have any questions, please advise. Thank you and Best Regards, Michael 

Michael 3. Van Magenen 
Vice President 
V and S Railway, LLC 
1505 South Redwood Road 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84104 
(801) 977-6346 

mailto:rsanders@hlpower.com
http://net.att.net
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/?''̂ )^f\ Lassen Valley Railway, LLC 

ŵ  
1505 South Redwood Road r.o. B>I IMII 

Salt Lake City. UT 84104 "'it, .K'SiS 
Fa>:(IOI)47t-lMI 

Ralph Sanders 
Plant Manager 
HL Power Company 
732-025 Wendel Rd. 
Wendel, CA 96136 

Vincent P. Estell 
Investments & Developments 
Esteico 
2937 Veneman Ave Ste. A105 
Modesto, CA 95356 

Re: Lassen Valley Railroad Operations 

Gentlemen: 

It has now been more than a year since we acquired this railroad. Will you please give me an 

update on your operations and your need for rail services'' Thank you. 

Best Regards, 

Michael J Van Wagenen 

Vice President 



X 
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FedEx Express 
Customer Support Trace 
3875 Aiiways Boulevard 
Module H. 4ih Fk»r 
Memphis. TN 38116 

U.S Mail' PO Box 727 
Memphis. TN 38194.4643 

Telephone 901-369-3600 

March 24,2011 

Dear Customer' 

The loiiowing is the pioof-of-dellvery for tracking number 870436158524 

Dailvwy Information: 

Status: 
Signed for by: 
Seivloatype: 

Delivered 
G CORDAL 
Pnority Envetope 

Delivered to: 
IMIveiy date: 

Receptionist/Front Desk 
Jams . 2011 10 44 

NO SIGNATURE IS AVAILABLE 
FedEx Express proof-of-delivery details appear below, however, no signature is currently available for this shipment 
Rease check again later for a signature. 

Shipping Information! 

Tracking numbsr 

Redpient: 
US 

8704361S8524 Ship date: 
Weighb 

SAL US 

Jan 17.2011 
O.S lb8/0.2 kg 

Thank you for choosing FedEx Express. 

FedEx Worldwide Customer Service 
1 SOO.GoFedEx 1 800 463 3339 
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E;K!jress 

FedEx Express 
Customer Suppon Trace 
3875 Airways Boulevard 
Module H, 4th Floor 
Memphis. TN 38116 

U S Mail PO Box 727 
Memphis. TN 38194-4643 

Telephone. 901-369-3600 

March 24,2011 

Dear Customer 

The fbllowing Is the proof-of-dellveiy for tracking number 862793338454 

Dellvety Information: 

Status: 
Signed for by: 
Sen/loelype: 

Delivered 
K.PRINCE 
Priority Envelope 

DelNered to: 
Delivery data: 

Receptionist/Front Desk 
Jan 18,2011 12.41 

NO SIGNATURE IS AVAILABLE 
FedEx Express proof-of-delivery details appear below, however, no signature is currently available for this shipment. 
Please check again later for a signature. 

Shipping Information: 

Tracking number 862793338454 Shipdali 
Weight: 

Jan 17,2011 
0.5 lbs/0.2 kg 

Redpient 
US 

SMpper 
SAL US 

Thank you lbr choosing FedEx Express. 

FedEx Worldwide Customer Serace 
1 SOO.GoFedEx 1.800.483.3339, 
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^ ^ ^ Lassen Valley Railway, LLC 
1505 South Redwood Road 'o . a..264ii 
Salt Lake City, UT 84104 '"',!;:::,Sli;i?;jS 

Fu:(MI)47i-:i<l 

Ralph Sanders 
Plant Manager 
HL Power Company 
732-025 Wendel Rd. 
Wendel, CA 96136 

Vincent P. Estell 
Investments & Developments 
Esteico 
2937 Veneman Ave Ste. A105 
Modesto. CA 9535iS 

Re: Lassen Valley Railroad 

Gentlemen: 
We are considering the abandonment ofthe railroad If you stil l have a desire to acquire the line, 

please submit your offer. Thank you. 

Best Regards, Kegards, 

Michael J Van Wagenen 
Vice President 
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FedEx Express 
Customer Support Trace 
3875 Aiiways Boulevaid 
Module H. 4lh Fkxir 
Memphis, TN 38116 

US Mail PO Box 727 
Memphis, TN 38194-4643 

Telephone: 901-369-3600 

March 24.2011 

Dear Customer. 

The following is the proof-of-delivery for tracking numt>er 796755293405 

Dellvefy Information: 

Status: 
Signed for by: 

Serviee type: 

Delivered 
K.PRiNCE 

Pnority Envelope 

Delivered to: 

Deliveiy kicatfon: 

Deliveiy date: 

Shipping/Receiving 
WENDEL, CA 

Fab 14. 2011 14 09 

NO SIGNATURE IS AVAILABLE 
FedEx Express pniof-of-delivery details appear below, however, no signature is currently available for this shipment. 
Please check again later for a signature. 

Shipping Intbrmation: 

Tracking number: 796755293405 Ship date: 
Weight: 

Feb 11, 2011 
0 5 lbs/0 2 kg 

Redpient 
WENDEL. CA US 

Shipper 
SALT LAKE, UT US 

Thank you for choosing FedEx Express. 

FedEx Woddwide Customer Sen/Ice 
1 SOO.GoFedEx 1 800 463.3339 
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FedEx Express 
Customer Suppon Trace 
3875 Airways Boulevard 
Module H. 4lh Floor 
Memphis, TN 38116 

US Mail PO Box 727 
Memphis. TN 38194-4643 

Telephone 901-369-3600 

March 24,2011 

Dear Customer 

The fbiknmng is the proof-of-delivery tor tracking number 794418222017 

Delivery information: 

Status: 

Signed for by: 

Ser/loetype: 

Delivered 
S.CORDALL 

Standard Envelope 

Delivered to: 
Delivery kication: 

Delivery data: 

Receptionist/Front Desk 
MODESTO, CA 

Feb 14,2011 14 03 

NO SIGNATURE IS AVAILABLE 
FedEx Express proof-of-delivery details appear below, however, no signature is currently available for this shipment 
Please check again later fbr a signature. 

Shipping Information: 

Tracking number 794418222017 Ship date: 
Weight 

Feb 11, 2011 
0.5 ibslQ 2 kg 

Redpient: 
IMOOESTO. CA US 

Shipper 
SALT LAKE. UT US 

Thank you for choosing FedEx Express 

FedEx Woridwide Customer Service 
1.SOO.GoFedEx 1.800.463.3339 
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Fedz 
Shipment Receipt 

Address Informat ion 

Ship to : 

RALPH SANDERS 

IILPOWF.RCOIVIPANY 

732-025 WENDEL RD 

WI-NDEI. . CA 
961.^6 
US 
3302546161 

Ship firom: 
MICHAEL VAN 

W A C t N E N 
LASSEN VALLEY 
RAILROAD 

1505 S . R E D W 0 0 n ROAD 

SALT LAKE, UT 
84104 
US 
8019776346 

Shipping Infbr inat ion 
Tracking number: 7967S5293405 
Ship date: 02/11/2011 
Itstimaicd shipping charges: 0.00 

Package Informat ion 
Ser\ ice type: Priority Overnight 
Package t>pe: KedE.Y Envelope 
Number of packages: 1 
Tmal weight: O.SOLBS 
Declared value: O.OOUSD 
Special Services: 
Pickup/Drop-orn Use an already scheduled pickup al my location 

Bi l l ing Inftarmation 
Bil l transportation lO' Third Pany 
Your reference: 
P.O. no.. 
Invoice no.: 
Depanmem n n : 

Thank you for ih lpp ing on l ln * with Fvdex ShIpManagffr at radsx.com 

Please Note 
rndCiaa'ctbelklpeni-heWiAicwaeiaKaMalSlBapeipaaega Mwi iMinafMde' lcH d 

• lOyiMnMeaBiMrtFaCe'BenirHauideapph VeuiqialaiacBvnrminFB&iBiaiqtoM ecvie'i<->a>MHhaafUiapac«aoa la taa l ie ' ikusMrar ie ie i ! ,pe l •aeTn^Uei.ec 
mm era i lairm tf dMiana iMeihef a'acL iKriiflUL EemaokanM ai spam m m u d le t ie siaalif clltOOfli ha a jOMat a i e b ^ valba Rieavat cimet aacaed aciwi daeunnriea la i i M B M W M to -knt efa^aeiAMiv * A 

https://www.fcdex.eom/shipping/htinl/cn//PrintlFraine.html 2/11/2011 

http://radsx.com
https://www.fcdex.eom/shipping/htinl/cn//PrintlFraine.html


An'ACHMENT H 

VERIFICATION 

I, Kern W. Schumacher, Managing Member of Lassen Valley Railway. L.I C. 

declare under penalty oF perjury, under the laws of llie IJniieil States of Amenca. ihat 1 

have read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and thai lis assertions are true ami correct to 

the best of my knowledge, information and belief. I furthci dechiie that I am Liuulil'icd 

and authorized lo submit this verification on behalf of Lassen Vallev Railwav LLC I 

know that willful misstatements or omission of material fact consiiiulc federal criminal 

violations punishable under 18 U.S.C lOUl by imprisonment up to tlvc \eais and tines 

up to $10,0U0 for each offense. Additionally, these misstutements arc punishable ns 

perjury under 18 U.S.C. 1621, which provides tbr tines up to $2,000 or imprisonment up 

to five years for each otTense. 

Dated al S<»J* La.ltaC:ty. u-r ,j,is ,s*J' day of April, 2011 

9 -
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